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IOWA CENTER ANNOUNCES BUSINESS COACHING  

PARTNERSHIP WITH FAREWAY 
Small Business Training Program Will Strengthen Pipeline of Iowa-Sourced Products with 

Grocery and Retail Potential 

Des Moines, Iowa – The Iowa Center will launch a new business coaching partnership with 
Fareway to support small business owners who dream of placing a retail product on the grocery 
store shelf.  Iowa small business owners with high-potential, early phase products that could be 
sold in the grocery store are invited to participate.     

“Increasing distribution of locally-sourced Iowa products is good for our economy, our 
environment, our food system, and our entrepreneurial ecosystem.  I am thrilled that when I shop 
at Fareway, I can find products from great Iowa Center clients like Lola’s Hot Sauce and BLK & 
Bold Coffee on the shelf,” said Megan Milligan, President + CEO of The Iowa Center. “The 
Iowa Center’s Business Coaching partnership with Fareway will provide classes and coaching to 
make the understanding of grocery store distribution accessible to more of Iowa’s small business 
owners.” 

The Iowa Center will enroll a cohort of small business owners in an educational program which 
will launch in September 2024.  Fareway’s executives will lead a series of interactive classes for 
small business owners to build their understanding of brand development and grocery store 
distribution.  Classes topics will include Brand Awareness; Market Strategy and Promotion 
Plans; Readiness; Inventory Management and Distribution; Legal and Food Safety; and 
Accounting and Finance.  Cohort participants will receive follow-up 1:1 coaching from Iowa 
Center coaches to help them apply the high value knowledge that they receive from the Fareway 
team to their individual business plans.  Thanks to the generosity of Fareway, the program will 
be delivered to cohort participants at no cost.  

“Fareway is committed to taking care of our neighbors and investing in our local communities,” 
said Reynolds Cramer, CEO of Fareway.  “The Iowa Center is supporting economic growth 
across the State of Iowa by empowering Iowans to launch and grow successful small businesses.  
We are thrilled to support and partner with The Iowa Center to grow the pipeline of locally-
sourced Iowa retail products.”    

The Iowa Center is an economic development organization that delivers three lines of direct 
services to empower entrepreneurs to launch and grow their small businesses:  Business 
Coaching, Credit + Lending, and Tax Services.  Learn more about The Iowa Center at 
www.TheIowaCenter.org.  



Placing Iowa-sourced products on the grocery store shelf is good for
consumers, our economy, our environment, our food system, and our
entrepreneurial ecosystem.  The Iowa Center is launching a Business
Coaching partnership with Fareway to support Iowa small business
owners who dream of placing a product on the grocery store shelf.  

BUSINESS COACHING COHORT
Placing Iowa Products On The Grocery Store Shelf

Cohort participation is available at

no-cost to selected small business

owners with high-potential, early

phase products that could be sold in

a grocery store.   Classes will be held

in person at The Iowa Center on

Wednesday afternoons beginning

September 18. 

Submit an application online at

www.TheIowaCenter.org/Grocery. 

Fareway executives will lead classes
on key grocery distribution topics.
Participants will also receive follow-
up group and 1:1 coaching to apply
the high value knowledge that they
receive from the Fareway team to
their individual business plan.  

BRAND AWARENESS
Developing Identity and

Distinguishing Your Product

MARKET STRATEGY AND
PROMOTION PLANS

Social Media and Go-to-Market
Strategy

GETTING READY FOR GROCERY
Readiness Checklist, and Feedback

From Customers and Buyers

INVENTORY MANAGEMENT AND
DISTRIBUTION

Evolution of Products and Branding,
Partnerships, and Making It Past The

First Month of Sales

LEGAL & FOOD SAFETY
Intellectual Property, Brands, Labels,

Oversight, Insurance and Recalls

ACCOUNTING & FINANCE
Investing in Yourself and Your
Business, and Grocery Specific

Perspectives

Class Topics

Interested?

www.TheIowaCenter.org/Grocery
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